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Brethren, 
 
Greetings! 
 
For the last two (2) months or so, being the Worshipful Master is getting interesting to me 
as I am the person to be contacted in almost everything. I get exposed with different ways 
of dealing with brethren, their ideas, opinions, views and more so, their complaints. I am 
just hoping that everything will be fine.  
 
Time really flies past. The month of February is swiftly passing. During the month, we 
attended the Official Visit of MWGM James Edward Litten, the Grand Master of Masons 
of Virginia, held in Kena Shrine Temple. During his visit, he reiterated the importance of 
actively showing the true purpose of Freemasonry by “Setting a good example” to our 
family and to the community. We made a fraternal visit to Occoquan Lodge and we have 
shed light to two (2) candidates to the mysteries of the Entered Apprentice Degree. Let’s 
welcome them with the open arms of Freemasonry as they start their “Masonic Journey”.  
 
The month of March is just a few days away. The country experienced a lot of snow 
lately. But the sun keeps on shining and giving us the hope that spring is almost upon us. 
Until then let’s continue to warmth our selves with the comfort of our thick jackets, 
heaters and fireplaces. March is also St. Patrick’s month. Let’s join our brethren of Irish 
descend in celebrating this important festivity.  
 
During our March Stated meeting, RWB Mike Arthur Riley, the District Deputy Grand 
Master of Masonic District 1B, will be having his Official visit to our lodge to present the 
Grand Master’s plans and visions. Plan to attend and let’s showcase our solidarity. 
 
During our degree work of the Apprentice Degree, every officer was doing all they could. 
I want to convey my admiration to Brother Senior Warden of putting so much effort to 
improve and make sure that our newest brother was welcomed into the fraternity with the 
respect that the ritual demands. Most are getting comfortable with their lines. Our timing, 
floor work and proper rod work are getting perfect.  
 
We have a lot of lessons to learn in our Entered Apprentice Degree. The time we use to 
perfectly deliver the first strike of our gavel. It is interesting that one tool (gauge) is used 
passively and the other (gavel) is used actively. One is a tool of measurement and 
calculation, while the other is one of force. One tool decides what to keep, while the other 
gets rid of the rest.  
 
Let us live while we lives and enjoy life as it passes. It is best for us to practice our 
cardinal virtues and keep our Three Great Lights in our daily labor. 
 
 
S & F, 
 
Chris 
 

 Message from the East: The visits, the snow, sense of admiration and lessons. 
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 March Calendar: 

Masonic District 1B Stated Meeting Schedule: 
Springfield Lodge # 217 Meets 1st Tuesday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

Occoquan Lodge 310 Meets 2nd Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

Fort Hunt-Skidmore Daytime Lodge # 353 Meets 2nd Wednesday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

Elmer Timberman Lodge # 54 Meets 3rd Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

John A. Lejeune Lodge # 350 Meets 3rd Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

Dale City Lodge # 319 Meets 3rd Friday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

Mt. Vernon Lodge # 219 Meets 4th Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

 

Affiliated Bodies: 
Fort Hunt-Skidmore # 353 Meets 2nd Wednesday @ 11:00 am WB John Pearson  

Nellie Custis Chapter 169, OES Meets 3rd Wednesday @ 7:30 pm WM Janet Simmons 

Woodlawn Chapetr of DeMolay Meets 1st & 3rd Sunday @ 4:00 pm RWB Mat 

Springfield Rainbow Assembly Meets 2nd & 4th Sunday @4:00 pm MA Fe Suaco 
	  

 
SPRINGFIELD LODGE STATED COMMUNICATIONS 

Herbert Charles Hunter Memorial Masonic Temple 
7001 Backlick Road 

Springfield, VA 22150 
 

March 1 Tuesday 

Fellowship starts @ 6:00 pm 
Dinner @ 6:30 pm 
Stated Meeting @ 7: 30 pm 
- Official Visit of the District Deputy Grand Master & District Team 
- Voting of several candidates 

March 8 Tuesday Springfield Lodge Enrichment Workshop (SLEW) 

March 15 Tuesday So Mote It Be (SMIB) 
Springfield Masons Interested in Betterment with the LEO 

March 18 Friday Fraternal Visit to Dale City Lodge # 319 
March 22 Tuesday Springfield Lodge Enrichment Workshop (SLEW) – Ritual and Catechism 
March 26 Saturday Spring Bar-B-Q (potluck with all the lodges of Masonic District 1B) 
March 29 Tuesday Degree Work 
Every Thursday of each Month: Ritual and Catechism School with the Lodge Instructor of Work (LIW) 
	  

Donation: Requested 
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Freemasonry Today: 
The Official Journal of the United Grand Lodge of England 
 
JOHN HAMILL: THE HISTORY OF FORMAL DRESS IN FREEMASONRY AND ITS APPEAL FOR YOUNGER MASONS 
 
WELL SUITED 
 
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL PROJECTS JOHN HAMILL DISCUSSES THE APPEAL OF FORMAL DRESS FOR YOUNGER 
MASONS 
  
A wide variety of questions and comments are received daily by email via Grand Lodge’s website. A recent one gave me pause for thought. The 
writer queried why we continued to insist on white shirt and black shoes with either morning dress or a dark suit as our standard dress for lodge 
meetings. He went on to say that because of the very relaxed attitudes to dress in the modern workplace, it could be embarrassing for an individual 
on lodge days to turn up to work formally dressed, and would certainly lead to questions as to why. 
As with so many things in Freemasonry, there is an applied symbolism to the way we dress.  
As has always been said, whatever an individual’s circumstances in life, within Freemasonry we are all equal. Certainly in the past one thing that 
showed an individual’s place in society was the cut and quality of his clothing. When, in early Victorian times, men’s clothing began to become 
less colourful and more standardised, Freemasonry began to adopt a particular style that gave little indication of the individual’s social standing.  
 
PICTURES OF STYLE 
In masonic halls and collections around the country there is a wealth of photographic evidence from which we can trace the development of 
masonic dress. When evening dress (white tie and tails) became standard, it became the uniform of lodge meetings up to World War I. Similarly, 
when morning dress (frock or tail coats) became common, it was the dress normally adopted for daytime masonic events such as processions, 
church services and the laying of foundation stones. 
‘As with so many things in Freemasonry, there is a symbolism to the way we dress. As has always been said, whatever an individual’s 
circumstances in life, within Freemasonry we are all equal.’ 
Because of the scarcity of material and rationing of clothing, both World Wars had their effect on masonic dress. During World War I, dress was 
relaxed to a dinner jacket and black tie, or uniform for those on active duty. After the war manylodges returned to evening dress but others 
preferred the more comfortable dinner jackets. 
 
During World War II air raids became a nightly feature in many cities and ports, so Grand Lodge suggested that, where possible, meetings 
should be held during the day or late afternoon so that the brethren could get home safely before the air raids started. As normal day dress for 
those in the professions, clerical and service industries was a morning suit (short jacket), that soon became the unofficial dress for meetings and 
has continued to this day, particularly for those rewarded with Metropolitan, Provincial or Grand ranks. 
 
The wearing of dinner jackets still continues in some lodges today, but from the 1970s when the wearing of morning suits dropped out of general 
usage, the wearing of a dark suit became acceptable in most lodges. 
 
When Freemasonry began to look at ways of attracting younger men into the Craft 20 years ago, a regular comment was that formal dressing for 
lodge meetings would be seen as evidence of Freemasonry being somewhat ‘fuddy duddy’ and for older men. Surprisingly, the opposite has 
proved to be the case. Talking to many of those who have come into the organisation in the past few years, one of the attractions for them was the 
idea of formality both in meetings and dress, which is something they do not otherwise meet with in their daily lives. 
 

 An Iron Sharpen Another Iron: Masonic Information 

 
CORNUCOPIAS: The Symbols of the Stewards  
The story of the cornucopias goes like this: When Zeus was an infant, he was raised by the two daughters of Melisseus. 
His daughters were virgins so for nourishment, Zeus was given the milk of the goat Amalthea. When Zeus became ruler 
of the Gods, to show appreciation for his early care and nourishment, he placed the goat Amalthea in the heavens as a 
constellation. To the daughters of Melisseus, he gave each one horn of the goat with the provision that as long as they 
lived, whatever they desired they only had to express the wish and it would be supplied from the goat's horn in over-
flowing abundance. And so the cornucopias of the steward's rods are overflowing with the fruits of the harvest to 
symbolize the abundant material and spiritual life which faithful masons may hope to enjoy.  
 
Excerpt from Masonic Rods and Staffs, by C. Richard Walk, PM on www.masonicworld.com  
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 Masonic Solidarity: 

Saint Patrick’s Day 
Officially the feast of St. Patrick, is a Christian religious holiday that 
commemorates Saint Patrick. He was the patron saint of Ireland and 

is credited with bringing Christianity to the Emerald Isle. People 
from all over the world celebrate St Patrick on March 17, which is 

the anniversary of the date of his death. 
 

Let’s join our brethren of Irish descend in celebrating this important 
festivity. 

 

Masonic District 1B Spring Bar-B-Q 
Hosted By: 

Springfield Lodge # 217 (potluck) 
 

When:  26 March 2016 
Time:  1pm – 11pm 

Where: Springfield Lodge 
7001 Backlick Road, Springfield 

 

Fraternal	  Visit	  to	  Occoquan	  Lodge	  Official	  Visit	  of	  the	  Most	  Worshipful	  
Grand	  Master	  James	  Edward	  Litten	  



	  

Issue	  #	  3	  March	  2016	  	  Trestleboard	   www.springfield217.org	  

	  

The most beautiful thing that we can experience is the mysterious. It is the source of all true art and science. He whom this emotion is a 
stranger, who can no longer pause to wonder and stand rapt in awe, is as good as dead: his eyes are closed.  
 
- Albert Einstein	  

Support our Masonic Youth 

Masonic Thoughts: 

 
Please pray for the health, wellbeing and continued recovery of our brethren, their wives and widows who are sick and/or in distress. We 
should always remember that in all our devotions to Deity, we should ever remember a brother’s welfare as our own. 
 

 Northeast Corner:  

Congratulations	  to	  our	  newest	  Entered	  Apprentice	  Brothers.	  

Bro. Israr Ul Haq 
 

I was born in Pakistan. I was raised in Dumfries, VA 
and still currently reside there.  I work for Alexandria 

Sheriff's Office as a Deputy Sheriff. 

Bro. Guiseppe Rios 
 

I was born in Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico. I was raised in Florida. Been married for 12 
years with two (2) kids, both boys. My favorite things to do are watching my kids 
wrestle, play paintball and currently wrote a book. I’m also proud to be a Mason. 

	  


