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Masonic Youth, Friends & Family Night 

“Man is nothing else but what he makes of himself.” 
 



“Vivamus 
et metus.” 

My Brethren, 
 
Greetings! 
 
Our Obligations and Charges both implied 
significant lessons that can help improve ourselves 
and to our social intercourse. Our Obligations and 
Charges are very important aspect of our Fraternity. 
It is a binding duty, a solemn and a sacred 
undertaking. It is by this duty that when we apply it 
to our selves it becomes our way of living. It 
becomes part of our spiritual life. 
 
When we reflect on our Obligations and Charges, we 
can effectively adhere to the message they impart 
with the assistance of our Four (4) Cardinal Virtues. 
The solemnity of “I will” and “I will not” in our daily 
lives serve as a test to our Temperance, our 
capability to restraint ourselves in every action that 
we make. The test will render our body tame and 
governable, and frees our mind from the 
allurements of vice. The test is also a choice. 
Choosing to avoid or not to avoid excess or 
contracting to any vicious or to licentious habits. 
 
Our Fortitude, the strength and firmness of our 
mind, will resolute our endurance in facing the 
difficulty in applying our Obligations and Charges 
diligently in our lives. Difficulty in practicing and 
inculcating our duty to God, our neighbor and our 
selves is an example. The practice of the Tenets of 
the Order is another. And the “I will’s” and “I will 
not’s” of the Obligations. 
 
Although we face difficulty, temptation or adversity 
in applying our Obligation and Charges, we must be 
Prudent, govern and discipline ourselves to achieve 
the purpose. Use the dictate of reason. Apply skillful 
and good judgment to determine result. We must be 
always cautious in our approach. 
 
Our duty to our neighbor, by acting upon the square 
and on the level, the exercise of Brotherly Love, we 
are taught to regard the whole human species as one 
common family, the high, the low, the rich and poor, 
who as created by one Almighty Parent. We must be 
just. Being just, is that standard or boundary of 
right, which enables us to render to every man his 
just due without distinction. 
 
 
 

 

Suspendisse elementum rhoncus velit. 
Nulla turpis metus, faucibus nec, 

dignissim at, cursus in, tortor.  

Message from the East: 

 
 
 
 

2016 OFFICERS 
Christian B. Alfonzo, WM 

Walter F. Thomas, SW 
JW Samuel A. Flores, JW 

Charles A. Kimmey, Treasurer 
WB Peter E. Terrill, Secretary 

Fabio V. Crisostomo, SD 
Clyde D. Ashley, JD 

WB Jonathan B. Stevens, Chaplain 
Michael P. McGrath, SS 
George F. Meckley, JS 

Kristopher J. Bough, Marshall 
RWB William A. Shortt, Tyler 

 
 

TRUSTEES 
RWB Ronald E. Heald 
WB Ernesto C. Apaga 

WB Robert L. Carson, Sr. 
 
 

COUNCIL of PAST MASTERS 
RWB Ronald “Ron” Heald 
RWB William “Bill” Shortt 
WB Ernesto “Ernie” Apaga 

RWB Ralph Woodrow 
WB Barry Allan Mensh 

WB Jay Sayaz 
WB Peter E. Terril 

 
 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
MWB George H. Chapin 
RWB James BH Lefever 

RW John P. McIntyre 
RW William A. Shortt 
WB Robert S. Somers 

WB Palmer G. Tunstall 
RW George H. Wade 
WB Barry a. Mensh 

Are we practicing the precepts our Obligation and 
Charges impart? The answer to this question is 
extremely important. The answer to this question 
has a great influence in building our lives. It will 
influence us to develop a core of moral values that 
will dictate on how we look at our role to our fellow 
creature in our society. We may choose to practice 
Charity as a form to spread Brotherly Love. Or 
maybe we look to engage ourselves in exposing 
certain Truth and risking our lives in doing so. 
 
We must practice our Obligation, the obligation we 
took while we are on bended knees while our hands 
resting on the Holy Book to affirm our devotion.  
 
We must inculcate every Charge. We are charged to 
live by the Tenets of our Order. Charged to be a 
peaceful citizen. Live in harmony with mankind. 
Charged to continuously improve our selves. Work 
diligently. And preserve our selves unsullied. 
 
Our Masonic journey begins only when we practice 
the Tenets of our Order and let it rule and govern our 
lives. The lessons of our Fraternity, was carried from 
generation to generation since time immemorial. 
They had endured the test of time and proven to 
stand still and never moved as the sun reaches high 
twelve or down at low twelve. Let us not live our life 
only to realize that we really should have done more 
for others.  
 
The Tenets of our Order, our Obligations, our 
Charges, our Cardinal Principles and our Working 
Tools cemented the structure of our Fraternity. Its 
teachings and lessons are interwoven to each other. 
We cannot perceive it by practicing one without the 
other. 
 
Let’s humble our selves and try diligently to practice. 
 
S&F, 
 
Chris, wm 
 
 

“Interwoven Lessons” 



Presentation: June Stated Communication 

The Stonecutter 
By MWB Michael Jungel, PGM, Grand Lodge Treasurer, Grand Lodge of Michigan 

Good evening. 
 
Happy to meet, sorry to part, 
happy to meet again. It is a 
privilege to sit in lodge with 
you again and an honor to be 
asked to bring a few remarks. 
For those of you that don’t 
know me, I’m Mike Jungel. 
I’m a member and Past 
Master of Portage Brady 
Lodge #340 in Schoolcraft MI 
and Paw Paw –Lawton Lodge 
#25 In Paw Paw MI. In 2008-
2009 I had the privilege of 
serving the Grand Lodge of 
Michigan as its 184th Grand 
Master and for the last seven 
years have had the honor of 
being its Grand Treasurer and 
the treasurer of the three 
Grand Lodge corporations. 

 
Michigan has a strong Masonic connection with the DC and Northern VA 
area other than the fact that at one time Michigan was part of the colony of 
Virginia. At my Annual Communication in 2009, I have the honor of 
receiving your then Deputy Grand Master, now MWB William Rorer, whose 
motto when he was Grand Master was “Forget not the Duties” At this year’s 
annual communication which we held two weeks ago, I was able to dine 
with your Junior Grand Deacon Jim Golladay at the Grand Banquet. In 
addition there are a couple of other connections with Michigan and the 
District of Columbia and Northern VA area. The first involves our first 
Grand Master and first Governor of Michigan Lewis Cass. MW Brother 
Cass was also a member of congress during the Lincoln administration and 
was a strong opponent to Lincoln’s policies particularly as they related to 
the South. MWB Cass was a large man and shortly after one of their clashed 
Lincoln spotted Cass in the halls of congress and remarked to an aide 
“There goes the great Michigander” referring to Cass’ stride as a gander 
waddling. Although it certainly was a derogatory comment, people from 
Michigan are still referred to as Michiganders. The second connection 
involves our 14th Grand Master Horace Roberts who was elected to serve in 
1861. MWB Roberts joined the 1st Michigan Infantry and served as a 
Colonel when he was killed in Manassas at the Second Battle at Bull Run. 
 
Tonight I’d like to say a few words about the acquiring of knowledge and 
wisdom. Knowledge or light, as we refer to it, is an essential part of every 
degree. In the EA opening in Michigan the Senior Warden responds when 
asked what he came here to do with “to learn, (with a comma after learn) to 
subdue my passions and to improve myself in Masonry”. The EA degree 
teaches, among other things, the lesson of charity when the brother finds 
himself poor and penniless. It also reminds the mason of the purity of the 
lambskin as the WM says to the newly made EA “May its pure and spotless 
surface be to you a constant reminder of unblemished purity of life and 
rectitude of conduct, a never-ending argument for higher thoughts, for 
nobler deeds, for purer actions.” 
 
 

The FC goes into great detail teaching the arts and sciences as well as the 
orders of architecture. The FC is reminded that in Masonry we learn to 
subdue the passions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of good report, 
maintain secrecy and practice charity. The FC also receives his wages and is 
reminded the importance of having an attentive ear. 
 
In the MM degree we learn in the lectures about the beehive, the pot of 
incense, the anchor and the ark as well as the 47th problem of Euclid and 
others.  
 
We are also taught that the three degrees represent the three stages of life. 
It therefor follows that if we take the three degrees as a whole we are meant 
not only build upon our knowledge as we progress through the degrees but 
seek knowledge throughout our entire life. Learning never ends. 
 
On a number of occasions I have been asked by members “why are all these 
lectures and lessons necessary?”  Others have stated “I don’t plan being 
Master of my lodge so I see no need in memorizing the work.” Still others 
I’ve observed are motivated by advancement in our fraternity and the lure 
of the fancy apron and gold collar. Unfortunately all of these brothers have 
missed the true meaning of being a Mason.  
 
In the Scottish Rite Feast of the Pascal Lamb in the Northern Jurisdiction 
there is a phrase the Most Wise Masters says “with age we receive wisdom 
though often we heed it not.” The more I thought about that phrase, the 
more I felt it was inaccurate. I always felt it should have been “With age we 
receive knowledge although we heed it not” We spend a great deal of time 
in this fraternity gathering knowledge. Wisdom comes only from 
knowledge, which in turn comes from experience and study. Many men and 
Masons become knowledgeable, but few acquire wisdom. Wisdom, in my 
considered opinion, is taking that knowledge and putting it to use to carry 
out the duties and responsibilities of a Mason.  
 
And what are those duties? Some are spelled out in the obligations of the 
three degrees but there is no list categorizing the responsibilities. We have a 
book one of our Past Grand Masters, a professor at the University of 
Michigan, wrote called “Beyond the North East Corner” which sums up the 
responsibilities in one sentence “To keep the reputation of the Fraternity 
unsullied and to be the best man and Mason that you can possibly be!” Easy 
said; hard to achieve but by taking those lessons taught in the degrees and 
applying them to everyday life it can be accomplished.  
 
We are building our personal Temple; the Temple not made with hands. We 
have the working tools. Among them we have the 24 inch gauge so that we 
can properly allocate our time between the worship of God, our vocations 
and the assistance of others, and refreshment and sleep. We have the 
square to test each of our actions by the test of virtue and altering those 
actions if necessary. We have the compasses to continually remind us to 
stay within due bounds with all our fellowman. We have the gavel to chip 
off our rough edges of our character. We have the Trowel to spread the 
cement of brotherly love and affection. We have the designs on the 
trestleboard, which give us our instruction on building that temple. Those 
designs or instructions to the craftsmen are the lessons taught in the 
degree.  In every degree there is an emphasis on nobler deeds, charity and 
brotherly love.  
 



June Presentation: Continuation 

The Stonecutter 
By MWB Michael Jungel, PGM, Grand Lodge Treasurer, Grand Lodge of Michigan 

The wise man then begins the construction of that building. By applying 
the virtues of temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice to our everyday 
life we can fulfill our responsibilities as Masons. He then puts into practice 
brotherly love to all mankind, relief to the needy and works side by side 
with his brothers for the betterment of others. Our responsibility is two-
fold. The first is to make us a better men; the second is to make the world a 
better place for all mankind, for we cannot accomplish the first without 
practicing the second. The betterment of ourselves and the work for a 
nobler life is what separates us from the service clubs. The teachings of 
Freemasonry are what enables the Christian, the Jew and the Muslim to 
enjoy fellowship together as true brothers. The teachings are what can 
cause peace and harmony in the world. 
 
In Michigan after the WM is given the obligation at installation he is given 
his charge as WM. Part of that charge directs the WM to see that the 
brethren are gaining knowledge and practicing the tenant of the craft and 
goes like this “It is in your province to spread and communicate light and 
instruction to the brethren of your Lodge. Forcibly impress upon them the 
dignity and high character of Masonry; and seriously admonish them never 
to disgrace it. Charge them to practice out of the Lodge those duties which 
they have been taught in it, and by amiable, discreet, and virtuous conduct 
to convince mankind of the goodness of the institution; so that when any 
man is said to be a member of it, the world may know that he is one to 
whom the burdened heart may pour out its sorrow, to whom distress may 
proffer its suit, whose hand is guided by justice, and whose heart is 
expanded by benevolence. 
 
To the brother that wonders why he needs all the lectures and lessons, I tell 
him these are the working tools and drawings on his personal trestle board 
and without it he can no more construct a proper edifice than could an 
untrained workman given a load of bricks and told construct a building. 
Every time I sit through a degree, and I have sit through quite a number, I 
learn something new and a new way of applying the lessons. 
  
To the brother who doesn’t think memorizing the work isn’t important 
because he isn’t planning on being Master of his lodge, I respond he is the 
Master workman of his internal lodge and needs the proper tools and plans 
to build that spiritual temple. Memorization is important because as we 
face situations in our everyday life, we must be able to recall the lessons we 
were taught to enable us to apply them. 
 
To the individual who is going through the work for the recognition and 
titles, I feel the sorriest for because his temple is being built on a sand 
foundation. There are a lot of titles in Freemasonry and its appendant 
bodies but none is every higher than that of Master Mason. True Masons 
are not motivated by fee or reward.  
 
When I come across those individuals it often makes me reflect on the 
following story. 
 
There was once a stone cutter who was unhappy with himself and with his 
position in life. 
 
One day he passed a wealthy merchant’s house. Through the open gateway, 
he saw many fine possessions and important visitors. “How powerful that 
merchant must be!” thought the stone cutter. He became very envious and 
wished that he could be like the merchant. 
 

To his great surprise, he suddenly became the merchant, enjoying more 
luxuries and power than he had ever imagined, but envied and detested by 
those less wealthy than himself. Soon a high official passed by, carried in a 
sedan chair, accompanied by attendants and escorted by soldiers beating 
gongs. Everyone, no matter how wealthy, had to bow low before the 
procession. “How powerful that official is!” he thought. “I wish that I could 
be a high official!” 
 
Then he became the high official, carried everywhere in his embroidered 
sedan chair, feared and hated by the people all around. It was a hot summer 
day, so the official felt very uncomfortable in the sticky sedan chair. He 
looked up at the sun. It shone proudly in the sky, unaffected by his 
presence. “How powerful the sun is!” he thought. “I wish that I could be the 
sun!” 
 
Then he became the sun, shining fiercely down on everyone, scorching the 
fields, cursed by the farmers and laborers. But a huge black cloud moved 
between him and the earth, so that his light could no longer shine on 
everything below. “How powerful that storm cloud is!” he thought. “I wish 
that I could be a cloud!” 
 
Then he became the cloud, flooding the fields and villages, shouted at by 
everyone. But soon he found that he was being pushed away by some great 
force, and realized that it was the wind. “How powerful it is!” he thought. “I 
wish that I could be the wind!” 
 
Then he became the wind, blowing tiles off the roofs of houses, uprooting 
trees, feared and hated by all below him. But after a while, he ran up against 
something that would not move, no matter how forcefully he blew against it 
– a huge, towering rock. “How powerful that rock is!” he thought. “I wish 
that I could be a rock!” 
 
Then he became the rock, more powerful than anything else on earth. But 
as he stood there, he heard the sound of a hammer pounding a chisel into 
the hard surface, and felt himself being changed. “What could be more 
powerful than I, the rock?” he thought. 
 
He looked down and saw far below him the figure of a stone cutter. May you 
be the figure of that stonecutter changing your rough ashlar to the perfect 
ashlar. 
 
Happy to meet, sorry to part, happy to meet again. 
 
My brothers it has indeed been an honor for me to bring remarks this 
evening. God bless each and everyone of you, God bless our great fraternity 
and God bless America. 
 



An Iron Sharpen Another Iron: 

Springfield Masons Interested in Betterment (SMIB) - Springfield Lodge Masonic University 

The Joy of Pure Action 
By Jonathan Stevens, PM, Chaplain 
 
 
As your Chaplain, I have frequent opportunities to recite the opening and 
closing prayers.  You would think these stock prayers would simply be 
about peace and reflection.  But really, they are a call to Action.   
 
The Opening Prayer invokes the blessing of Deity upon our Actions.  The 
Closing Prayer calls for Divine help as we daily increase in that Charity 
which is the bond of Peace and the Perfection of every Virtue.  Charity is 
not a state of mind, but is a state of Action.  It doesn’t happen by itself.  It 
is Pure Action. 
 
When I reflect on my most joyous moments as a Mason, I do not reflect on 
my state of being, but on a state of Doing.  Just last night I had the 
opportunity at the Lodge supper to seek out and talk to a couple of young 
men who were eager to join our Fraternity.  All I had to do was pick up my 
pizza plate and move over to where they were sitting, and ask a few 
questions.  Simple actions, with joyous results.  And perhaps my greatest 
Masonic memory of recent years was showing up as part of the crew that 
build a ramp for the home of a family with a handicapped individual.  All I 
had to do was dig some holes and hammer some nails.  We all can cite our 
own examples. 
 
But we must HELP our Brethren by creating more such opportunities.  As I 
said, Charity doesn’t happen by itself.  The challenge for ALL of us is to 
generate more such opportunities for each other.  Charity may be the 
Perfection of every Virtue, but we don’t have to be perfect, or feel virtuous, 
to get something going.   
 
 

“There are three great duties, which in our new character, we are charged to practice and inculcate:  
 

To God, To our neighbor, To ourselves.  
 

To God in never mentioning His Holy Name but with that reverential awe which is due from a creature to his Creator; 
to implore His aid in all our laudable undertakings; and esteem Him as the chief good.  

 
To our neighbor, in acting upon the square, and doing unto him as you wish he should do unto you;  

 
To ourselves, in avoiding all irregularity and intemperance, which may impair our faculties or debase the dignity of 

our profession.  
 

A zealous attachment to and practice of these duties will insure public and private esteem.” 

Our Duties 

 
Don’t wait for the Lodge leadership to bring you a charitable act to 
perform.  Start your own.  Things always need to be done.  Look in and 
around the Lodge building.  Here’s another example:  The Masonic Angel 
Fund always needs another fundraiser (Special Thanks to Wor. Jay Zayas 
for his recent fundraiser!)  If you organize a Car Wash, we’ll get some guys 
to show up!  You yourself will no doubt have some special expertise that 
you’d donate if only someone would ask.  Well, here’s askin’! 
 
Obviously, to do this requires the Worshipful Master’s permission, but 
something tells me he will support you!   
 
I can guarantee you, that through your Actions, you will experience that 
Pure Joy I’m talking about! 
 



July 2016 Calendar: 

Date Event Time 

5 – Tuesday 

Stated Communication – Grand Lodge of the Philippines is here 
Guest Speaker : WB Rayland Malenab, PM of Urdaneta Lodge 

- 60 years Masonic Veteran’s Emblem Presentation 
- 2 Scholarship Presentation 

Fellowship Starts @ 6:00 pm 
Dinner @ 6:30 pm 
Meeting @ 7:30 pm 

12 - Tuesday Springfield Lodge Education Workshop (SLEW) - Ritual and Catechism Instructions Fellowship & Dinner @ 6:00 pm 

19 - Tuesday 
So Mote It Be (SMIB) - Springfield Lodge Masons Interested In Betterment 
Masonic Education & Fellowship hosted by the LEO Starts @ 6:30pm 

26 - Tuesday Degree Work - TBD Fellowship & Dinner @ 6:00 pm 
 

*  Every Thursdays of the Month  * 
Ritual School for officers and interested brethren with the LIW in the lodge - Starts @ 6:30pm 

 
Springfield Lodge #217 

7001 Backlick Rd. Springfield, VA 22150 
 

 
Masonic District 1B Stated Meeting Schedule: 
Springfield Lodge # 217 Meets 1st Tuesday of the Month @ 7:30 pm WB Chris Alfonzo – 407 920 8685 
Occoquan Lodge 310 Meets 2nd Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm WB Donald Phillips – 703 472 1558 
Fort Hunt-Skidmore Daytime Lodge # 353 Meets 2nd Wednesday of the Month @ 7:30 pm WB John Pearson – 703 505 7140 
Elmer Timberman Lodge # 54 Meets 3rd Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm WB Farley Warner – 703 280 5056 
John A. Lejeune Lodge # 350 Meets 3rd Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm WB Harold Powell – 703 640 7350 
Dale City Lodge # 319 Meets 3rd Friday of the Month @ 7:30 pm WB Catalino Umayam – 703 309 5709 
Mt. Vernon Lodge # 219 Meets 4th Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm WB John Wilson – 501 412 0463 

 

Affiliated Bodies: 

Nellie Custis Chapter 169, OES Meets 3rd Wednesday @ 7:30 pm WM Belinda Fortin-Weiss -  

Woodlawn Chapetr of DeMolay Meets 1st & 3rd Sunday @ 4:00 pm RWB Matt Szramoski -  

Springfield Rainbow Assembly Meets 2nd & 4th Sunday @4:00 pm MA Fe Suaco -  

 

 
- Presentation - 

 
RWB Ralph Woodrow 

60th Year Masonic Veteran’s Emblem 
 



Springfield Brothers:  

A Brother from the Middle Chamber: Worthy Brothers from different Quarries: Affiliated Brothers 

Bro. Paul Cole, Lt. Col. US Army 
21 years in Service 

 
Major General Henry Knox Lodge 

AF&AM, Boston, MA. 
 

Initiated: October 15, 2003 
 Passed: October 22, 2003 

Raised: November 26, 2003 
 

Major General Henry Knox Lodge is 
the only military lodge in the Grand 

Lodge of Massachusetts. 
 

Membership: 
St. Paul’s Royal Arch Chapter 

Boston, MA 
December 9, 2003. 

 
Valley of Boston 

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, USA 

32nd degree - April 30, 2005. 
 

Family: 
 Wife Heather 

Children Sarah, Blake, and Aiden. 

Bro. John Pardalis 
 

Maynilad Lodge 1521 
Grand Lodge of DC 

 
Initiated: June 20, 2015 ( EA ) 

Passed: September 19, 2015 ( FC ) 
Raised: December 05, 2015 ( MM ) 

 
Membership: 

Travelers of Washington DC 
 

Bro. John Patrick Moriarty 

A Candidate to the Northeast Corner 

James Douglas Byrum 
 
 
I was born at Ft Eustis VA. I joined the US Army in 1988, 
and became a CID Agent (Criminal Investigations 
Command) in 1994.  My main duties and responsibilities 
were to conduct felony investigations for the US Army.  I 
have deployed in Afghanistan for three times and in Iraq 
once.   I retired last 30 Apr 2016.  I have a daughter, who 
is married and living in Huntsville Alabama with her 
husband and my grandson who will be turning 1 in 
July.  I have been married to Letty for over 16 years.  My 
son, also named Jay is 12 also lives with us.  I enjoy 
fishing and mostly anything outdoors.     



Masonic Youth, Friends & Family Event: 



 

Springfield Lodge # 217, A. F. & A. M. 

Grand Lodge of Virginia 

Masonic Widows, Wives  
& Elders Night 

Upcoming Springfield Lodge Events: 


