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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  E A S T  

Disappointments and Cardinal Virtues 
 
My Brethren, 
 
Greetings!  
 
In our daily living, we have a lot of things that we want to 
achieve and accomplish. All of these, we aim to better 
ourselves, our family and sometimes we do it for our 
friends. We often try to do our best to get along well with 
others. And sometimes we exaggerate on what we can do 
to please them. We always aim high to the best possible 
result. And with that attitude, we expect too much of 
something to be good. Unfortunately that’s not always the 
case. Sometimes something that we expect didn’t go as 
planned or less good than we were expecting. And we are 
disappointed.  
 
These situations will put our cardinal virtues to the test. 
Practice and mastery of these virtues are vital in 
managing our emotions.  
 
With the virtue of Temperance, it gives us the ability of 
self-restraint. It gives us the ability to choose. Choices 
what we make in any situations we encounter in life. Are 
we going to choose anger from being calm and compose? 
Or, are we going to choose to be hateful and vengeful than 
being guided by reason? Or are we going to have it all in 
excess. To put ourselves in the right choices, we have to 
discipline ourselves. Discipline is vital in controlling our 
temper, our thoughts, or our actions. Indeed temperance 
can give us ability to master our desires and passions and 
keep us within due bound. 
 
While temperance gives us ability to self-restraint, 
fortitude gives us the strength and firmness of mind to 
endure as a result of our self-restraint. At times, when we 
are at the utmost in dealing with our emotions and 
disappointments, sometimes we make difficult decisions 
contrary to our will. It always comes down to choices we 
make in life. Our fortitude should always be reasoned and 
reasonable and should involve ultimate sacrifices if 
necessary. It should guide us to cope with loss and give us 
courage to accept things and move on.  
 
Temperance and fortitude seems to dwell together in 
unity. These two virtues dwell together prudently. 
 
The virtue of Prudence gives us ability to apply practical 
reasoning to our decision-making and to govern and 
discipline ourselves by the use of reason. Let us apply 
practical reasoning to our daily living. Application of 
practical reasoning is considered an intellectual virtue, 
 

one that guides other virtues by guiding our consciences. 
By listening to our consciences, we become more confident 
in making our judgments of what is morally right and 
morally wrong.  
 
To make a prudent decision, we must be guided by what is 
just, especially that which is fair, moral, right, merited, or 
in accordance with law. Reason to determine the truth 
and agreeing with what is proper and considered morally 
right. Proper means reasonable to a good end, results in 
virtuous action – prudent action. 
 
To command a virtuous action, the act should conform to 
the preference of right reason. One must use one’s power 
of reasoning, in conjunction with one’s conscience, to 
determine what is best for oneself and the common good. 
Let us uphold of what is just, especially fair treatment and 
due reward in accordance with honor, standards, or law. 
 
Indeed our emotions, our disappointments, put us to the 
test. It can lead us to anger and hatred, and to many 
subtle emotions to identify. Disappointments leave us at 
loose end and can bring grey perspective to our lives. It 
can ripple through to the core of our values.  
 
Disappointment is a part of life, but all parts of life can 
help us grow. We can be present and aware even in the 
midst of negative emotions and therefore live more fully. 
 
Let us not be clouded by our disappointments. Let us 
control our emotions. Practice acceptance and we may 
suffer less as it is happening and notice the good things in 
life more. 
 
Frustrations and disappointments come to us every now 
and then. Sometimes they come unnoticed. I myself have 
to admit that I loose my temper once and a while. Our 
every day experiences put our limits to the test and 
sometimes contribute for our emotions to rise. It is very 
hard to control. But, let us pray for Prudence to guide us 
make wise decisions, Temperance to guide us to act 
appropriately, Fortitude to guide us change our ways and 
become determined to face difficulties in life, and Justice 
to guide us with the principle of moral rightness; decency, 
and conform to truth, facts, or sound reason. 
 
S&F, 
 
Chris, wm 
 
 
 
 
Resources: 
tinybuddha+virginialieto+the internet 
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J U L Y  S T A T E D  M E E T I N G  P R E S E N T A T I O N :  

When I was assigned as police attaché in Washington, I never had second 
thoughts of accepting the designation. I know for a fact that I will not so much 
miss the things and people I left behind, I know that wherever I travel there 
will always be the brethren whom I can meet on the level and upon the square. 
I am right, I am here tonight as living proof of the universality of our 
benevolent Fraternity. Your strong grips and welcoming embraces are enough 
to make me feel I am home. Going back to the ritualistic question, “What 
induced you to become a Master Mason?” which is answered by “That 
I might travel in foreign countries, work and receive Master Mason 
wages…” Brethren, something I learned in my travel as a brother amongst 
you is that wages are earned not demanded. I am here tonight to work with 
you in the quarry with the hope that I may be found worthy of your brotherly 
love and affection. As George E. Burrow posits, “We can only know the 
fullest joys of Masonry when we truly walk the paths of service and 
of hard work in the quarries.” 
 
Brethren and all, Freemasonry in the Philippines might be a little different in 
what you have here, but, the same mystic tie binds us. As our monitor states, 
“as all brothers and fellows have done, who have gone this way 
before”. My dear brethren of Springfield Lodge No. 217, it is an honor and 
privilege to speak before you in the event of your Stated communication. Just 
a question, who is your mother and how old is she? Just kidding.  
 
Again, my deepest gratitude to all of you for this opportunity to address the 
brethren. May the Great Architect of the Universe forever bless us all! Thank 
you so much and until we meet again. 
 
 
 
WB June Rayland L. Malenab 
Police Chief Superintendent 
Philippine National Police 
 
 
Police Attaché 
Embassy of the Philippines 
1600 Massachusetts Ave NW 
Washington DC, USA 20036 
 
 
Urdaneta Lodge 302 
Free and Accepted Masons  
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the Philippines 

In our rituals, a question is asked “What induced you to become a 
Master Mason?”. It is steadily being answered with, “That I might travel 
in foreign countries, work and receive Master Mason wages…”  
 
To WB Christian Alfonzo, the Worshipful Master of Springfield Lodge No. 
217 under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted 
Masons of Virginia, to all the Masonic dignitaries herein present tonight, 
brethren and all, greetings of good tidings! Good evening to one and all!  
 
My four years in the Philippine Military Academy, arguably the premier 
military school in the Philippines and perhaps the whole of Asia, taught me the 
meaning of brotherhood and camaraderie. I was trained to look after the 
welfare of a fellow cavalier. More so, my many years of service in the 
Philippine National Police have likewise inculcated me the concept of 
fraternity and belongingness. It was in the PNP that I unconsciously learned 
that no brother in arms should be left behind. Not until I saw the light in 
Freemasonry that I understood and comprehended a higher and deeper 
perspective about “Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth”. It is in Freemasonry that 
I realized that what I know about Fraternity is just a tip of the iceberg. From 
where I came from, Freemasonry is not just a fraternity, it is a way of life. 
From the airports to the streets, from houses to cars, from private properties 
to public structures, you would see signs and symbols of our Craft. Almost in 
every town and city, there is a lodge and/or appendant bodies of 
Freemasonry. In the road, whether it be in the busy streets of Manila or the 
national highways of North Luzon Expressway, when a Mason’s car, which is 
usually decorated with so many emblems, passes a brother’s car you would 
hear three honks of the horn to signify you are not alone in your travel. The 
other car has the responsibility to reply with the same three honks in 
recognition of the sign given. Funny isn’t it, but it is true. In the Philippines, we 
offer our own homes to a complete stranger as long as he proves himself 
worthy to be called a Brother. We welcome visiting brethren with open arms 
as if we knew them already for a long time. We have even invented our own 
lingo to challenge someone in the streets who is claiming to be one of us. We 
ask him, “sino nanay mo at ilang taon na?” Translated in English, “who 
is your mother and how old is she?” The question basically means, “what 
is your lodge and what number?” By this simple question we know who is a 
cowan and eavesdropper and who is a real Brother. Of course, it is a different 
thing when someone visits a lodge. We do what you also do here. Freemasonry 
in the Philippines is larger than life so to speak. We take pride that those who 
bled and fought for our freedom were the same brave men who wore aprons. 
As a matter of fact, the first president of our Republic Emilio Aguinaldo was 
publicly quoted when he proclaimed, (And I quote) “The successful 
Revolution of 1896 was masonically inspired, masonically 
executed, and I venture to say that the first Philippine Republic of 
which I was its humble President, was an achievement we owe 
largely, to Masonry and the Masons.” (End of quote). This is perhaps 
the reason why in the Philippines you would find Freemasons in every 
institution, both in government bureaucracy and in private sector. 
Freemasons are in positions of power and authority where they can make a 
positive difference. However, like in any country where Freemasonry 
flourishes, we were subjected to unfair accusations and malicious allegations. 
Even in this modern age of social media, we are still branded as heretics and 
devil worshippers. We were even, at some point, rumored to be in control of 
the country, which of course, was just a pigment of the imagination of those 
who fear what they don’t know. The truth is, men join Freemasonry in my 
country because we want to be better, because we believe in a Supreme Being 
and the immortality of the soul. We adhere to the calling to serve God and 
country above all else. We give life and meaning to the Masonic and Biblical 
values of “faith, hope and charity.” Despite the negative innuendos about 
our Fraternity in our country, Freemasonry still emerges as a highly credible 
institution. We owe it to the majority of our members who continuously reflect 
honor upon our Ancient Craft.  
 

Presentation Speech of WB CSupt Rayland L. Malenab  
(To Springfield Lodge 217, GLOAFAM of Virginia, USA)  



M A S O N I C  I N F O R M A T I O N  

The Black Cube  
 
"A WHITE ball elects, a 
black cube (or ball) 
rejects."  
November 1929  
 
This, or some similar 
statement, is usually made 
at a lodge prior to voting 
on the application of one 
who would be an initiate 
of Freemasonry.  
 
In all Jurisdictions in the 
United States, the ballot on an applicant is taken 
secretly — that is, with no brother knowing how 
another may vote. In most Jurisdictions it is an 
infraction of Masonic law — in all it is a serious 
infraction of Masonic ethics — to endeavor to 
ascertain how another brother will vote, or has 
voted on an applicant or to disclose how he voted 
or will vote. The "secrecy of the ballot" and the 
universal (in this country) requirements that a 
ballot be unanimous to elect are two of the greatest 
bulwarks of the Fraternity. Occasionally both the 
secrecy and the unanimity may seem to work a 
hardship on a man apparently worthy of being 
taken by the hand as a brother; but no human 
institution is perfect, and no human being acts 
always according to the best that is in him. The 
occasional failure of the system to work complete 
justice may be laid to the individuals using it and 
not to the Fraternity.  
 
"Harmony being the strength and support of all 
well regulated institutions, especially this of ours." 
This phrase, or one similar, is familiar to all 
Masons. Harmony - oneness of mind, effort, ideas 
and ideals — is one of the foundations of 
Freemasonry. Anything which interferes with 
Harmony by so much hurts the Institution. 
Therefore it is essential that lodges have a 
harmonious membership; that no man be admitted 
to the Masonic home of any brother against his 
will. For this reason it is required that the names of 
applicants of a lodge be set before the entire 
membership, prior to a vote, that all may know that 
John Smith is to be balloted upon; that any who 
think him unfit timber for the lodge, or who have 
personal objections to entering into the sacred 
relation of brotherhood with him, may have the 
opportunity to say "No."  
 
The power thus put in the hands of the individual 
Master Mason is very great. No officer, not even 
the Grand Master, may inquire how we vote, or 
why we voted as we did. No Grand Master has the 
power to set aside the black cube we cast. If in the 
ballot box is a black cube, the applicant is rejected. 
(In many Jurisdictions a single black cube in the 
ballot box requires the ballot to be taken again, 
immediately, to avoid the possibility of a mistake. 
If the black cube reappears the second time, the 
applicant is rejected.)  
 

This rejection of an application 
does more than merely prevent 
the applicant from being given the 
degrees. It creates over the 
petitioner a lodge jurisdiction. He 
may not apply to another lodge for 
the degrees refused him by this 
one, without first securing from 
that lodge a waiver of jurisdiction. 
He may not again apply even to 
the lodge which rejected him until 
after a certain statutory period — 
usually six months. When his 
application is again received and 
brought up for ballot, the fact that 

he previously applied and was rejected is stated to 
the lodge. In other words, the casting of a black 
cube not only rejects for the degrees, but puts a 
certain disability upon the applicant which he is 
powerless to remove.  
 
The brother who casts a ballot, then, upon 
an applicant, wields a tremendous power. 
Like most powers, it can be used well or ill. 
It may work harm, or good, not only upon him 
upon whom it is used, but to him who uses it. 
Unlike many great powers put into the hands of 
men, however, this one is not subject to review or 
control by any human agency. No king, prince, 
potentate; no law, custom or regulation; no 
Masonic brother or officer, can interfere with the 
individual' s use of his power.  
 
For no one knows who uses the black cube. No one 
knows why one is cast. The individual brother and 
his God alone know. The very absence of any 
responsibility to man or authority is one of the 
reasons why the power should be used with 
intelligence, and only when, after solemn self-
inquiry, the reason behind its use is found to be 
Masonic.  
 
Any one can think of a hundred reasons why black 
cubes are cast. Our neighbor applies for the 
degrees. Outwardly he is an honest man of good 
character, bearing a good reputation. However, we 
have heard him quarreling violently with his wife. 
We are morally sure that he struck her. We can't 
prove it; the poor woman never said anything 
about it; she suffered the blow in silence rather 
than endure the greater agony of publicity. It is not 
for us to have him arrested as a wife beater if his 
wife can stand him! But we don't want a coward, a 
bully in our lodge! Naturally — and most brethren 
will say properly — we cast the black cube.  
 
Our office associate wants to be a Mason. He 
applies to our lodge. As far as the investigating 
committee can ascertain he is a good man, honest, 
pays his debts, is a church member, a hard worker. 
But we have heard him repeat, to us and to others, 
matters which we know were given to him in 
confidence. We have learned to distrust his 
discretion. We don't believe that a promise means 

much to him. It may be, of course, that a Masonic 
obligation would be kept. But we are not sure. 
Naturally, we vote against him. Some men 
otherwise "good and true" are ill-natured, violent 
tempered, disagreeable. To admit them to our 
lodge might destroy its harmony of spirit. Others 
are vain and boastful, self-seeking, apt to bend 
every agency in which they come in contact to their 
own ends. We do not believe such a man will be an 
asset to our lodge. We keep him out.  
 
A certain man IS our personal enemy. The quarrel 
between us may have nothing to do with right and 
wrong; it may be the result merely of a life time of 
antagonism. He applies to our lodge. Our lodge is 
our Masonic home. We would not want this man in 
our family home; we do not think we will be happy 
with him in our Masonic home. It is our privilege 
to keep him out.  
 
These, and a thousand other good reasons, are all 
proper ones for the casting of a black cube. If the 
lodge might suffer, if we might suffer, if we know 
that our absent brother would suffer from the 
applicant being elected, we have the best of reasons 
for seeing that he is rejected. Such use of our 
power is proper, Masonic, ethical, wise, 
just.  
 
But there is another side of the shield. 
Unfortunately, no hard and fast rule can be laid 
down. There is no way to explain "this is a good 
reason, but that is not a good reason" for casting a 
black cube. Each of us has to judge the reason for 
himself. Yet some suggestions may be given.  
 
We know a man we dislike. He has different ideas 
from ours. He belongs to a different "set." He is not 
the type we admire. Our dislike does not amount to 
hatred, nor is it predicated upon any evil in the 
man's character. He and we are antipathetic; we 
rub each other the wrong way. When he applies to 
our lodge we must decide this question: will the 
unpleasantness to us, in having him as a member, 
be greater than the good to him which may come 
from his reception of the Masonic teachings? Are 
we sure that we cannot accept him as a brother 
merely because we "have never liked him?" We all 
know cases like this; the president of the bank 
turns down Johnson's application for a second 
mortgage. Johnson makes the matter personal. He 
"has it in" for the president. The president applies 
for the degrees. Some one casts a black cube. It 
may, and may not, be  
Johnson. We don't know. But perhaps, later, we 
hear Johnson's boast "I got even with the son-of-a-
gun who turned down my loan !" He doesn't say 
how he "got even," of course. But we are pretty sure 
we know.  
 
Such a use of the black cube is, of course, utterly 
un-masonic. It is a misuse of a great power. As well 
turn down the minister of the Baptist church 
because he doesn't agree with our minister, who is 
a Methodist! As well turn down the automobile  
 



CONTINUATION: The Black Cube 
 
dealer because he refused to give us a larger 
allowance on our old car! Turning the Masonic 
black cube into a secret dagger for personal 
revenge is indefensible.  
 
Freemasonry works some curious miracles. A self-
made man applied five times for the degrees in a 
certain lodge. The man was rather ignorant, yet a 
commercial success. He had, literally, raised 
himself by his bootstraps from the poverty of the 
streets to a business position of some prominence. 
Yet he was rather raw, rough add ready, even 
uncouth. No shadow of personal unworthiness 
rested upon him; he was honest, upright, a good 
citizen. In this lodge a certain Past Master — as was 
discovered in after years — voted four times against 
this applicant. The Past Master left the city. On the 
fifth application the petitioner was elected. 
Something in Masonry took hold of his heart; 
through Masonry he was led to acquire some of the 
education he lacked; through Masonry he was led 
into the church. In time he made such a reputation 
for himself as a Mason that he was put in line, and 
finally achieved the solemn distinction of being 
made Master of his lodge. He is still regarded as 
one of the best, most constructive and ablest 
Masters that lodge has ever had.  
 
In the course of ten or twelve years the absent Past 
Master returned. In the light of history, he 
confessed (which strictly speaking he should not 
have done!) that it was he who had kept this man 
out for what he really believed were good reasons; 
he thought the "rough neck" would detract from  
 
 

M A S O N I C  I N F O R M A T I O N  

the dignity and honor of the Fraternity. Yet this 
same "rough neck," through Masonry, became 
educated, a good churchman, a fine Mason and an 
excellent officer. Had the Past Master whose black 
cube were cast with honest intention to  
 
benefit the Fraternity not left town, the blessings of 
Masonry might forever have been denied a heart 
ready to receive them, and society, lodge and 
church been prevented from having the services of 
a man who gave largely of himself to all three.  The 
black cube is the great protection of the Fraternity; 
it permits the brother who does not desire to make 
public his secret knowledge to use that knowledge 
for the benefit of the Craft. It gives to all members 
the right to say who shall not become members of 
their lodge family. But at the same time it puts to 
the test the Masonic heart, and the personal 
honesty of every brother who deliberates on its use. 
The black cube is a thorough test of our 
understanding of the Masonic teaching of 
the cardinal virtue Justice, which "enables 
us to render to every man his just due 
without distinction." We are taught of 
Justice that, "it should be the invariable 
practice of every Mason, never to deviate 
from the minutest principles thereof."  
 
Justice to the lodge requires us to cast the black 
cube on an applicant we believe to be unfit.  
 
Justice to ourselves requires that we cast the 
black cube on the application of the man we 
believe would destroy the harmony of our 
lodge.  
 

Justice to the applicant — we are taught to render 
justice to every man, not merely to Masons — 
requires that no black cube be cast for little 
reasons, small reasons, mean reasons. And justice 
to justice requires that we think carefully, 
deliberate slowly, and act cautiously. No man will 
know what we do; no eye will see, save that All 
Seeing Eye which pervades the innermost recesses 
of our hearts, and will, so we are taught, reward us 
according to our merits.  
 
Shakespeare said, "O, it is excellent to have a 
giant's strength, but it is tyrannous to use it like a 
giant!"  
 
The black cube is a giant's strength to 
protect Freemasonry. Used thoughtlessly, 
carelessly, without Masonic reason, it 
crushes not only him at whom it is aimed 
but him who casts it. A well-used black cube 
goes into the ballot.  
 
Ill-used, it drops into the heart and blackens it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  
https://archive.org/stream/The_Black_Cube/The_Black_Cube_djvu.txt 
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60th Masonic Veteran Emblem Presentation: 

RWB Ralph Taylor Woodrow 
Colonel, US Army (Ret.) 

 
Hiram Lodge No. 819 - Ludwigsburg, Germany 

Raised as Master Mason: July 9, 1956 
 

Affiliations 
Solomon Lodge No. 822 - Stuttgart, Germany - 1972 

Springfield Lodge No. 217 - Springfield, Virginia - 1984 
Fort Hunt-Skidmore No. 353 - Springfield, Virginia - 2004 

 
Positions 

District Deputy Grand Master 
November 2006 – November 2007 

Masonic District 1B 
Grand Lodge of Virginia 

 
Worshipful Master 

Fort Hunt-Skidmore Lodge No. 353 
Masonic Year 2006 

 
Lodge Secretary 

Fort Hunt-Skidmore Lodge No. 353 
Masonic Year 2012 & 2013 

 



 

August 2016 Calendar: 

Date Event Time 

2 - Tuesday 
Stated Communication – Grand Lodge of Virginia is here 

Guest Speaker : RWB William “Bill” Hershey, Grand Junior Warden 

Fellowship Starts @ 6:00 pm 

Dinner @ 6:30 pm 

Meeting @ 7:30 pm 

4 - Thursday Ritual School in the lodge with the LIW  Starts @ 6:30 pm 

9 - Tuesday Springfield Lodge Education Workshop (SLEW) - Ritual and Catechism Instructions Starts @ 6:00 pm 

11 - Thursday Ritual School in the lodge with the LIW  Starts @ 6:30pm 

16 - Tuesday 
So Mote It Be (SMIB) - Springfield Lodge Masons Interested In Betterment 

Masonic Education & Fellowship hosted by the LEO 
Starts @ 6:30pm 

18 - Thursday Ritual School in the lodge with the LIW  Starts @ 6:30pm 

23 - Tuesday Degree Work – Fellow Craft Degree (Tentative Schedule – To Be Announced) Fellowship & Dinner @ 6:00 pm 

25 - Thursday Ritual School in the lodge with the LIW Starts @ 6:30pm 

28 - Sunday Springfield Lodge Blood Drive (To be confirmed with WB Barry Mensh and Inova Blood) Starts @ 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

Masonic District 1B Stated Meeting Schedule: 

Springfield Lodge # 217 Meets 1st Tuesday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

Occoquan Lodge 310 Meets 2nd Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

Fort Hunt-Skidmore Daytime Lodge # 353 Meets 2nd Wednesday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

Elmer Timberman Lodge # 54 Meets 3rd Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

John A. Lejeune Lodge # 350 Meets 3rd Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

Dale City Lodge # 319 Meets 3rd Friday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

Mt. Vernon Lodge # 219 Meets 4th Monday of the Month @ 7:30 pm 

 

Affiliated Bodies: 

Fort Hunt-Skidmore # 353 Meets 2nd Wednesday @ 11:00 am WB John Pearson  

Nellie Custis Chapter 169, OES Meets 3rd Wednesday @ 7:30 pm WM Belinda Fortin-Weiss 

Woodlawn Chapetr of DeMolay Meets 1st & 3rd Sunday @ 4:00 pm RWB Matt Szramoski 

Springfield Rainbow Assembly Meets 2nd & 4th Sunday @4:00 pm MA Fe Suaco 

 

 
- In Coming Lodge Events - 

 
Springfield Lodge Annual Blood Drive 

Masonic Wives and Elders Brunch 
Springfield Lodge Bring a Friend and Open House Night 

Community Builders Award Night 
Thanks Giving Turkeys & Basket 
Christmas Turkeys and Basket 

 
 


