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Incoming Events (Save the Dates): 
  
 

Springfield Lodge # 217, A.F.&A.M. – Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of Virginia 

A Visit of Australia and England to Springfield Lodge # 217 

“Generosity is giving more than you can,  

and pride is taking less than you need.” 

- Kahlil Gibran - 



 
My Brethren, 
 
Greetings! 
 
The last quarter of this Masonic Year is already in our doorstep. And as always, like the previous 
months in our lodge, let’s make it alive and well.  
 
On the previous months, we are fortunate to have many visitors from other lodges who came 
and visit our lodge. Some came to help us on our degree works. But most often, a number of 
brethren came to have a fellowship with us and attend our Stated Meetings. We have a lot of 
brethren affiliating to our lodge too. We couldn’t ask for more. 
 
As the closing of the year comes, I start thinking and reflecting on our acquaintances with other 
lodges in and out of our jurisdiction. They are our valuable resource as they come every time we 
extend our invitations be it a degree works, be it a fellowship or a service-oriented endeavor. 
They come and support us unconditionally. They are more than a friend to our lodge. Perhaps 
Springfield Lodge, throughout the years of its existence, and through the sacrifices, the attitude 
and the efforts of brethren who came before us, it evolves and became an arena in which to 
explore “Friendship and Brotherly Love”. We are capable of making friends to have friends. 
And we maintain our friendships within and outside the lodge.  
 
Friendship is a state of being sociable and forming a private sphere. It is a feeling of intimacy to a 
person. Brotherly Love is an abstract principle that must be executed through our deeds. They 
are separate attitudes. But we cannot practice one without the other. They are inseparable. 
These principles set the boundaries of our moral compass. These are amongst the teachings of 
our precepts that bound our brotherhood. Freemasonry, our brotherhood is not ready-made. 
We have to establish it with our friends and brothers. We have to create the bond. 
 
My Brethren let us strengthen the friendship within our lodge. Let us be friend and relieve every 
brother who shall need our assistance. Let us remind each other of our errors. Admonish with 
friendship and aide a reformation. We have to encourage each other to live prudently and live 
peacefully. Let us practice the teachings of our precepts. By doing so, we are transforming that 
friendship into brotherly love. 
 
By the exercise of Brotherly Love, we are taught to regard the whole human species as one 
common family - the high, the low, the rich, and the poor, who as created by one Almighty 
Parent, and inhabitants of the same planet, are sent into the world to aid, support, and protect 
each another. On this principle Masonry unites men of every country, sect, and opinion, and 
conciliates true friendship among those who might otherwise remain at a perpetual distance. 
 
In the course of our travels, we meet people, a Mason and non-Mason alike. And on those 
meetings we can be hurt by their actions, by their words, or by our own ignorance and or their 
own ignorance of facts. Let us try to forgive. Forgive even those who are not sorry for their 
actions. Holding on to anger will only hurt our selves not them.  
 
In our lodge, we are continually disturbed by dissonances of misunderstanding amongst us. 
Opposing ideas and opinions sometimes is strong. It is inevitable. But we are brothers so strong 
that we can agree to disagree and let our thoughts merge and live together as one.  
 
My brethren, “Friendship and Brotherly Love” are creative forces. Let us practice them 
inside the boundary of our compasses. 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
 
Bro. Chris Alfonzo, wm 

Message from the East:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 OFFICERS 

Christian B. Alfonzo, WM 

Walter F. Thomas, SW 

JW Samuel A. Flores, JW 

Charles A. Kimmey, Treasurer 

WB Peter E. Terrill, Secretary 

Fabio V. Crisostomo, SD 

Clyde D. Ashley, JD 

WB Jonathan B. Stevens, Chaplain 

Michael P. McGrath, SS 

George F. Meckley, JS 

Kristopher J. Bough, Marshall 

RWB William A. Shortt, Tyler 

 

TRUSTEES 

RWB Ronald E. Heald 

WB Ernesto C. Apaga 

WB Robert L. Carson, Sr. 

 

COUNCIL of PAST MASTERS 

RWB Ronald “Ron” Heald 

RWB William “Bill” Shortt 

WB Ernesto “Ernie” Apaga 

RWB Ralph Woodrow 

WB Barry Allan Mensh 

WB Jay Sayaz 

WB Peter E. Terril 

 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

MWB George H. Chapin 

RWB James BH Lefever 

RW John P. McIntyre 

RW William A. Shortt 

WB Robert S. Somers 

WB Palmer G. Tunstall 

RW George H. Wade 

WB Barry a. Mensh 

Friendship and Brotherly Love 
 



An Iron Sharpen Another Iron 

Springfield Mason Interested in Betterment (SMIB) – Springfield Lodge University 

I borrowed this phrase from the Hosteling International 
movement, which aims to help young people of all ages 
gain better international understanding.   
 
To be a “Traveler” means to live with the people, to 
learn to understand them and, also, to show them what 
we are made of. 
 
I do consider myself a Traveler within the Masonic 
world.  I believe that I have learned to know and to 
“understand” quite a few Brothers, whom I otherwise 
would have held at a perpetual distance.  I have met 
Masons in places from Anchorage to Key West.  It is my 
plan to visit Masonic Lodges in other countries – as 
soon as my wife Peggy finally retires and we can resume 
our international traveling. 
 
By the same token, we here in Springfield Lodge have 
been blessed with visits from Masons from many places, 
including most recently from Cornwall and Australia.  
Their visits have enriched us. 
 
I would like to have a dialog with you, the Brethren of 
Springfield Lodge, about your own Masonic “travels.”  
That can include, of course, the travels toward the East, 
both through the Degrees, and also through the line of 
officers to that of Master.  And, beyond the Blue Lodge, 
we know that there are many Brethren in our midst who 
are very active in other Masonic bodies. Indeed, it is my 
guess that in our Lodge alone, there are representatives 
of virtually every single appendant body of 
Freemasonry.  That enriches us as well. 

Speaking of other bodies, I wonder if anyone from 
Springfield Lodge is active in a research lodge?  It would 
be edifying to hear what they are researching these 
days! 
 
Not long ago I stopped to list my Masonic biography. I 
won’t bore you with it.  But my most favorite title of all?  
-- Knight of the Royal Order of Scotland.  As I have 
Scottish blood, and my mother was a Wallis (a sept of 
the Wallace clan; think “Braveheart”), this is especially 
dear to me.  I have a diploma signed by Lord Elgin, 
Grand Master in Edinburgh, which I cherish. 
 
My proudest accomplishment, however, was not a 
degree.  It was to be able to recommend a fellow 
Massachusetts Mason for the coveted Joseph Warren 
Medal, which the Grand Master awarded based on my 
recommendation.  That was huge, as you can imagine.  
It is second only to the Henry Price Medal in that 
jurisdiction.  (Those are Masonic names you can easily 
look up!) 
So you see, my “Travels” have netted me treasures 
beyond my dreams.  And I feel like I am only just getting 
started.   
 
Let me hear, let us all hear, of your Travels!  May we all 
enjoy many realms of travel! 
 

Be a Traveler, not a Tourist 
By: WB Jonathan Stevens 

  

 
- Sick and Distressed - 

Please pray for the health, wellbeing and continued recovery of our brethren,  

their wives and widows who are sick and/or in distress.  

We should always remember that in all our devotions to Deity,  

we should ever remember a brother’s welfare  
as our own. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPRINGFIELD LODGE STATED COMMUNICATIONS 

October 4, 2016 – Tuesday 
Speaker: RWB Annas Fadludeen Kamara 

Grand Junior Steward, Grand Lodge of Washington DC 
 

******************************************************************************* 
October Program and Schedules: 
 
Oct. 18 - Tuesday  Springfield Lodge Open House Night 
   - Community Builder’s Award Night 
   - Bring-a-Friends Night 
 
Every Tuesdays of the Month: (unless specified labor)  
 - So Mote It Be (SMIB) & Fellowship (TBA by the LEO) 
 - Springfield Lodge Masons Interested in Betterment by the LEO (TBA by the LEO) 
 - Masonic Education & Catechism (TBA by the LIW) 
 
Every Thursdays of the Month: (unless specified labor) 
 - Ritual School & Practice with the LIW (call and confirm with the LIW) 
  
******************************************************************************* 
Masonic District 1B Stated Meeting: 
Springfield Lodge #217 Meets 1st Tue @ 7:30pm 
Occoquan Lodge #310 Meets 2nd Mon @ 7:30pm  
Ft. Hunt-Skidmore #353  Meets 2nd Wed @ 11:00am 
Elmer Timberman #54 Meets 3rd Mon @ 7:30pm 
John A. Lejeune #350  Meets 3rd Mon @ 7:30pm 
Dale City Lodge #319  Meets 3rd Fri @ 7:30pm 
Mt. Vernon #219   Meets 4th Mon @ 7:30pm 
 
******************************************************************************* 
Affiliated Bodies: 
Ft. Hunt-Skidmore #353   Meets 2nd Wed @ 11:00am 
Nellie Custis Chapter 169, OES  Meets 3rd Wed @ 7:30pm 
Woodlawn Chapter Order of DeMolay Meets 1st & 3rd Sun @ 4:00pm 
Springfield Rainbow Assembly  Meets 2nd & 4th Sun @ 4:00pm 
 
 
In Coming Lodge Events (Save the Dates): 
Springfield Lodge Bring a Friend and Open House Night  October  18 

Community Builders Award Night    October 18 

Grand Annual Communication     November 11 

Thanks Giving Turkeys & Basket     November 21 

Christmas Turkeys and Basket     December 21 
 

October 2016 Calendar 

Support our 
Masonic Youth 

Groups 

Springfield Lodge # 217 
Herbert Charles Hunter 

Memorial Masonic Temple 
7001 Backlick Road 

Springfield, Va  
22152 

 
Fellowship starts @ 6:00 pm 

Dinner starts @ 6:30 pm 
Meeting starts @ 7:30 pm 



What we get out of Freemasonry starts with our Rebirth 
– the initiation. What we end up with depends upon 
ourselves. Without question, we will receive more 
benefits than we contribute. We will get more out than 
we put in – not materially, but spiritually and mentally. 
 
As we are prepared for initiation we quickly learn that 
we are a part of a worldwide Brotherhood. We are 
taking an important step in life. We are following in the 
footsteps of countless millions of good men. We are 
part of a ritual of religious faith and ethical 
responsibility. We are to learn truths that have been 
hidden from us since we entered the world. 
 
The cable tow symbolizes the tie you have to your new 
world. It can be visualized as not unlike the cord which 
unites the unborn child to its mother. Just as this cord 
is cut, to be replaced b love and care, so does the strong 
bond – the Mystic Tie of Brotherly Love, replace the 
Masonic cord. With the removal of the cable tow you 
have placed yourself under an obligation to 
Freemasonry. At the same time, because the rope has 
two ends, the Fraternity has placed itself under 
obligation to you. It has promised to train, teach, guide, 
and instruct you to be more service to your fellowmen 
as well as the Craft. 
 

Masonic Information 

Something similar to a cable tow has been used in 
initiations as far back as recorded history goes. That 
cord had a deep meaning as attested to by the Holy 
Bible. In I Kings 20:31-32, we learn that the King of 
Syria had been defeated in battle by Israelites’ forces. 
The servants of the King “put ropes on their heads” and 
went before Ahab, King of Israel, to plead for the life of 
Ben-hadad. Their voluntary action and their pleas for 
mercy brought clemency for the vanquished king of 
Syria. 
 
The cable tow acted as an outward, a visible pledge of 
submission and fidelity. It is the symbol of a vow to 
assist another, even at the risk of our lives. It’s strength 
and length depends upon a man’s ability to fulfill his 
obligations. It is a test of his character and his capacity 
to love. 
 
How long is a cable tow? It is as long as you want it to 
be. It will reach as far as your moral principles go, or 
your material conditions will allow. Each man must be 
his own judge of the length of his cable tow. But if the 
cord of each Freemason were tied around the world, no 
earthly power could break the bond of brotherhood. It 
is truly the Mystic Tie that binds the Craftsmen 
together. This tie keeps Freemasonry a house 
undivided. 

The Cable Tow 
The Craft and Its Symbols 

Opening the Door to Masonic Symbolism 
Part 1.2 - Rebirth 
Allen E. Roberts 

 

It is in fact the purpose of Freemasonry to think deeply,  
to gather wise counsel,  

to look rationally at our lives,  
and then to truly assess our own spiritual,  

moral and ethical health. 
 

MW Kenneth D. Fuller, Grand Master 
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia 

 
The Voice of Freemasonry (in the Nation’s Capital) 



Photos of Brethren 

A Visit of Foreign Brothers 
September 6, 2016 
 
Bro Jolardo De Guzman 
Lodge Wahroonga # 674 
The United Grand Lodge of NSW  
and ACT, Australia 
 
Bro Mike Wills 
Cornubian Lodge # 450 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Cornwall, England 
 

Master Mason’s Degree 
The Raising of Bro John Patrick Moriarty 
August 30, 2016 

Table Lodge and Fellowship 
Dale City Lodge # 319 
September 10, 2016 

Some Brethren from Rossville Lodge # 397 
Rossville, Georgia 
September 24, 2016 
 
49th Annual Fraternal Visitation and 
Fellowship  
Elmer Timberman Lodge # 54 and Rossville 
Lodge # 397 



Installation of Woodlawn Chapter of DeMolay 



 

- Springfield Lodge Past Masters - 
    

John Albert Tilley 
Elwyn Glenn Raiden 

Roy Thomas Bowman 
Rey Alexander Doyle 

Cecil Sandridge Barksdale 
John Osmar Tressler 

Edwin Samuel Sullivan 
J. Lewis Vaughn 

Palmer Gleason Tunstall 
Robert Henry Impey 

Victor Wilson Sinclair 
Lyston Grimes Heflin 
Winton Paul Johnson 

E. Donald Hardin 
Ralph Wesley Charles Sr. 

Reynold Judson Matthews 
John Phillip McIntyre 

George Harry Chapin, PGM 
George Harry Wade 

Jerome Juinor Cantrell 
William Henry Gibbs 

Willie Earl Gravitte Jr. 
H. Virgil Preston 

William Albert Meyer 
Donald Thomas Perrine 

Evans Lee Kline 
Donald Gilbert Zupello 

Charles Richard Walk 
I. Wayne Morefield 
Barry Alan Mensh 
George Downs Sr. 
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H.H. “Jerry” Thompson 
Napoleon Rodriguez Cruz 
Gregory Duke Carper 
Robert Solomon Sommers 
Roy M. “Marty” Heaster, PDDGM 
Ronald Eugene Heald, PDDGM 
Gerald R. Cristiano 
Neal Schofield 
Sevino J. Mozzochi 
Larry Edwin Johnson 
Richard T. Pro 
Ernesto Cacal Apaga 
Robert L. Carson 
Sukhwinder s. Ruprai 
Noe R. Poblete 
John W. Pearson 
Norberto M. Chavez 
Karl N. Gelert 
Donald Ridley 
Romulo Magnaye Capuno 
William Arthur Shortt, PDDGM 
Peter Edward Terrill 
Alfred Castro Tecson 
G. Christopher Kater 
Jay J. Zayas 
Daniel C. Abarquez 
 

    
    
    

 

Springfield Lodge # 217 

2016 Lodge Officers 


