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 Message from the East : Looking Back 

My Brethren,  
 
Greetings! 
 
Together we behold how swiftly the sand 
of time has passed. And wrapping up the 
year as Worshipful Master of the lodge, 
as the story of my year in the East come 
to a close, I look back on my experiences 
shared with you and it is truly a 
wonderful experience.  
 
As I look back I feel so honored and 
humbled once again of your vote of 
confidence. I really feel so delighted in 
giving me the pleasure to serve this very 
diverse, active and strong lodge. 
Although we had experienced some ups 
and downs along the way, we manage to 
survive. We really had a great year. With 
the experience, I learned a lot. 
 
There are several lessons that I have 
learned during my year as your 
Worshipful Master that I want to share 
with you. I would like to highlight three 
of them. First is the practice of Charity. 
Charity is one that we cannot delay. A 
brother should not beg for assistance 
from a brother. We solemnly bound 
ourselves to that effect. Our closing 
charge when understood is a powerful 
force to compel each and every one of us 
to relieve every brother who shall need 
our assistance. We did several monetary 
donations during the year but I 
commend most importantly your 
individual benevolence, your kind offices 
towards humanity. To do good things 
unto all is the right thing to do. 
 
Second is the practice of Friendship and 
Brotherly Love. Harmony is not a signal 
that we can always work and best agree. 
Our friendship will always have ups and 
downs. Brotherly Love is in jeopardy 
when there is disagreement on our 
opinions and ideas. Disappointments are 
inevitable. But we have to realize that 
there must be something wrong if 
discord is not present amongst us. 
Sometimes if not often, to attain 
harmony we need to tune-up and 
calibrate our instruments to attain the 
perfect blending of their sounds. 
Different sounds with the same goal of 
producing the combination of distinguish 
and pleasing tones, the harmony. We 
manage to have our thoughts in 
harmony thus helping us to succeed in all 
our planned action. 
 
Third is the practice of Tolerance. It is 
the summation of the practice of the four 

cardinal virtues. Some instances of 
dissonances of opposing ideas and 
opinions occurred in the lodge during the 
year, but we manage to settle our selves. 
The lodge has the endurance to resist the 
extremes and excesses, the mind that is 
able to bear adversity, the attitude of 
being resilient to adversity, the attitude 
of being just and the moral decency 
toward each other. I believed, we learn to 
love and forgive our brethren even they 
are not sorry for their actions. We 
humble our selves in doing so. As for me, 
I have learned not to hold on to anger. It 
is not an option. I strongly suggest we 
continue to better ourselves everyday 
with the practice Tolerance. 
 
These are amongst the valuable lessons I 
learned. But I would like to emphasize on 
Charity. It is the greatest lesson we can 
learn in Masonry. It encompasses all the 
Tenets of Masonry. It is an action of love. 
We should continue to strengthen the 
practice of these teachings in our midst. 
 
For the brothers and friends who have 
proven themselves, I appreciate so much 
the friendship and brotherly love that 
you have given to me. I will treasure the 
memories, this labor of love, the 
kindness, and respect that you have 
given to me. I can’t thank you enough my 
brethren for all that you have taught. 
The lodge has been one of the good 
experiences of the year so far. 
 
As the Holiday Season is fast 
approaching, I wish each and every one 
of you and your family a blessed Holiday 
Season. I hope you will enjoy the 
holidays. May all our dreams and new 
endeavors in the coming year will come 
to fruition.  
 
At our Stated Meeting on December 6th 
Tuesday, will be having our Election of 
Officers for the ensuing Masonic year. 
Thereafter, at the following Saturday 
(December 10th), we will be having our 

Open to the Public Installation of the 
elected officers. Our family and friends 
are welcome to attend. 
 
In closing, I would like to encourage each 
and every one of us to extend support to 
our incoming Worshipful Master and to 
his officers for the ensuing Masonic Year. 
Our officers are here to lead us. But our 
support will ensure the success of our 
lodge. 
 
My brethren let Friendship and 
Brotherly Love prevail. Let us 
continuously “Setting a Good 
Example”. Let us “Be a Leader, Be a 
Friend, and Be of Service” to our 
communities. In doing so, we will be able 
to show and let other people know that 
“Masonry is indeed a Force for 
Good”. 
 
See you all in lodge my brethren. Again, 
thank you so much for the great 
opportunity and experience.  
 
S&F, 
 
 
Chris Alfonzo 
Worshipful Master 2016 



 

 An Iron Sharpen Another Iron 

 
 
Freemasonry Needs YOU! 
By: WB Jonathan Stevens 
 
 
 
The Master has asked me to submit one more essay to the Trestleboard this year.  There is one 
big issue on my mind, which we do not normally talk about in Lodge. That is the decline of 
civility in the world.  And I submit that Masonry is uniquely equipped to combat it. 
 
We all have examples of this decline, and I don’t need to belabor it. We see it all around us.  It is 
probably a part of human nature, to attack the rules, the standards, the pretensions, the barriers 
to free expression.  Human nature is there to question the status quo, the conventions of society, 
the traditions, even the rules of language and discourse.  We see as a result, the coarsening of 
language that is deemed permissible.  We see the tendency to more casual attire, the use of 
vulgar phrases, nasty bumper stickers, and so on.   
 
Our modes of communication are getting simpler, faster, and less thoughtful.  Who writes a 
thank-you note any more, when a simple email or text can do the job?  And all this is being 
encouraged and supported by the new instant forms of communication.   
 
Not only that, but we are also seeing a decline in the ranks of Masons.  The previous generations 
of men found that it was important to them, to their social standing and advancement, to become 
Masons.  As those generations decline, so does Masonry.  Lodges are shrinking and merging.  
Good ritual is getting harder to find.  Our charities are suffering. 
 
BUT, along with this, there is a renewed need, also part of human nature, to become part of 
something bigger than oneself.  There is a yearning, a searching, a longing – for some sort of 
fulfillment, for answers, for purpose and meaning.   
 
Each of us, you and I, has been changed by Freemasonry.  We owe it to ourselves, and to our 
world, to pass it along.  I have a modest suggestion to each of us:  invite someone you like and 
admire, to join us! 
 
Okay, okay, I know, we don’t do it that way.  They have to ask us, we can’t ask them.  I 
understand all that. 
 
Time for a true confession:  I was invited by a dear friend of mine, to consider joining Masonry, 
and it worked.  I am eternally grateful to Ray, one of the most important people in my life, for 
inviting me.  Without Ray, I would probably never have thought to join. 
 
So, try this out:  “Say, Fred, I don’t suppose you have ever thought about learning more about 
Masonry?”  See, it is not an invitation!  It is actually the opposite, being phrased as a negative.  “I 
DON’T SUPPOSE...” is an invitation NOT to ask about Masonry.  So you are safe, you didn’t 
actually invite him. 
 
Those of us in sales know this as the “negative reverse.”  People are wired to find it easier to 
respond in the negative, to any question.  So a question posed as a negative, gives them the 
ability to say no and mean yes.  “You’re probably not interested in Masonry.”  “It’s not for 
everyone.”  “You probably never considered why George Washington became a Mason.”   
 
We need good men.  Who better to recruit them, than ourselves?  Please, give it a try!  Someone 
will be glad you did!  I was! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

2016 OFFICERS 
Christian B. Alfonzo, WM 

Walter F. Thomas, SW 
JW Samuel A. Flores, JW 

Charles A. Kimmey, Treasurer 
WB Peter E. Terrill, Secretary 

Fabio V. Crisostomo, SD 
Clyde D. Ashley, JD 

Michael P. McGrath, SS 
George F. Meckley, JS 

WB Jonathan B. Stevens, Chaplain 
Kristopher J. Bough, Marshall 

Rt. WB William A. Shortt, Tyler 
 

TRUSTEES 
Rt. WB Ronald E. Heald 

WB Ernesto C. Apaga 
WB Robert L. Carson, Sr. 

 
COUNCIL of ELDERS 

Rt. WB Ronald “Ron” Heald 
Rt. WB William “Bill” Shortt 
WB Ernesto “Ernie” Apaga 
Rt. WB Ralph Woodrow 
WB Barry Allan Mensh 

WB Jay Sayaz 
WB Peter E. Terril 

 
HONORARY MEMBERS 

MW George H. Chapin 
Rt. W James BH Lefever 
Rt. W John P. McIntyre 
Rt. W William A. Shortt 

WB Robert S. Somers 
WB Palmer G. Tunstall 
Rt. W George H. Wade 

WB Barry A. Mensh 
 

LIVING PAST MASTERS 
George Harry Chapin, PGM 

George Harry Wade 
I. Wayne Morefield 
Barry Alan Mensh 

Gregory D. Carper 
Robert S. Sommers 

Roy Marty Heaster, PDDGM 
Gerald R. Cristiano 

Neal Schofield 
Larry E. Johnson 

Ernesto Cacal Apaga 
Robert L. Carson Sr. 
Suhkwinder S. Ruprai 

Noe R. Poblete 
John Wesley Pearson 
Norberto M. Chavez 

Karl N. Gelert 
Donald Ridley 

Romulo Magnaye Capuno 
William Arthur Shortt, PDDGM 

Peter Edward Terrill 
Alfred Castro Tecson 
G. Christopher Kater 

Jay J. Zayas 
Daniel C. Abarquez 

2016 James Noah Hillman Awardee 

Congratulations Springfield Lodge! 



 

 December 2016 Calendar 

SPRINGFIELD LODGE STATED COMMUNICATION 
December 6, 2016 - Tuesday 

Fellowship and Dinner @ 6:00 pm 

Meeting starts @ 7:30 pm 
Herbert Charles Hunter Memorial Masonic Temple 

7001 Backlick Road Springfield, VA 22150 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 
 
 

December Program and Schedules: 
 
Dec. 6 – Tuesday Stated Meeting @ 7:30pm 

- Close the Lodge of Sorrow 
- Balloting 
- Election of New Sets of Officers 

 

Dec. 10 – Installation of our New Sets of Officers @ 5:00 PM 

Dec. 10 – Installation of Dale City Lodge @ 10:00 AM 

Dec. 10 – Installation of Elmer Timberman Lodge @ 2:00 PM 

Dec. 17 – Installation of Ft. Hunt Skidmore Lodge @ 6:00 PM 

Dec. 19 – Installation of Mt. Vernon Lodge @ 6:30 PM 

Dec. 21 – Distribution of Christmas Turkeys and Gift Cards to  

  ECHO Recipients @ 6:00 PM 

Dec. 27 – Springfield Lodge Christmas Fellowship  
  starts @ 4:30 PM (Potluck) 
 
Every Tuesdays of the Month: (unless specified labor)  
 - Masonic Education & Catechism 
 
Every Thursdays of the Month: (unless specified labor) 
 - Ritual School & Practice with the LIW (call and confirm) 
 
 

Masonic District 1B Stated Meeting: 
 
Springfield Lodge #217  Meets 1st Tue @ 7:30pm 
Occoquan Lodge #310  Meets 2nd Mon @ 7:30pm  
Ft. Hunt-Skidmore #353   Meets 2nd Wed @ 11:00am 
Elmer Timberman #54  Meets 3rd Mon @ 7:30pm 
John A. Lejeune #350   Meets 3rd Mon @ 7:30pm 
Dale City Lodge #319   Meets 3rd Fri @ 7:30pm 
Mt. Vernon #219    Meets 4th Mon @ 7:30pm 
 
 
************************************************************* 
 
Affiliated Bodies: 
 
Ft. Hunt-Skidmore #353   Meets 2nd Wed @ 11:00am 
Nellie Custis Chapter 169, OES  Meets 3rd Wed @ 7:30pm 
Woodlawn Chapter Order of DeMolay Meets 1st & 3rd Sun @ 4:00pm 
Springfield Rainbow Assembly  Meets 2nd & 4th Sun @ 4:00pm 
 
 
 
 



 

 Masonic Information 

brethren who fell during the war’. For the 
Grand Master, ‘The great and continued 
growth of Freemasonry amongst us demands a 
central home; and I wish it to be considered 
whether the question of erecting that home in 
this metropolis of the empire… would not be 
the most fitting peace memorial.’ 
 
With individual lodges considering what form 
their own memorials should take, the issue 
was raised at the Grand Lodge meeting in 
September 1919. Charles Goff from Fortitude 
and Old Cumberland Lodge, No. 12, asked if 
consideration had been given to other forms of 
memorial – particularly a fund to support 
Freemasons wounded during the war or their 
dependants. Charles also asked whether a 
major building project should proceed at a 
time of housing shortage. Although several 
lodges and Provinces decided to support local 
hospitals, Grand Lodge elected to proceed 
with its new temple.  
 
MOVING FORWARD 
In January 1920 details of the campaign to 
raise funds for the new building were 
distributed to lodges and individual members. 
The target was £1 million, giving the campaign 
its name – the Masonic Million Memorial 
Fund. Contributions were to be marked by the 
award of medals. Members who contributed at 
least 10 guineas (£10.50) were to receive a 
silver medal and those who gave 100 guineas 
(£105) or more, a gold medal. Lodges that 
contributed an average of 10 guineas per 
member were to be recorded in the new 
building as Hall Stone Lodges and the Master 
of each entitled to wear a special medal as a 
collarette. By the end of the appeal, 53,224 
individual medals had been issued and 1,321 
lodges had qualified as Hall Stone Lodges.  
 
A design by architects HV Ashley and F 
Winton Newman was chosen and building 
work started in 1927. Construction began at 
the western corner of the new building, where 
houses on Great Queen Street had been 
demolished, and progressed eastwards.  
 
The new Masonic Peace Memorial, as it was 
called, was dedicated on 19 July 1933. The 
theme of the memorial window outside the 
Grand Temple was the attainment of peace 
through sacrifice. Its main feature was the 
figure of peace holding a model of the tower 
façade of the building. In the lower panels 
were shown fighting men, civilians and 
pilgrims ascending a winding staircase 
towards the angel of peace.  
 
In June 1938, the Building Committee 
announced that a memorial shrine, to be 
designed by Walter Gilbert, would be placed  

under the memorial window. Its symbols 
portrayed peace and the attainment of eternal 
life. It took the form of a bronze casket resting 
on an ark among reeds, the boat indicative of a 
journey that had come to an end. In the centre 
of the front panel a relief showed the hand of 
God in which rested the soul of man. At the 
four corners stood pairs of winged seraphim 
with golden trumpets and across its front were 
gilded figures of Moses, Joshua, Solomon and 
St George.  
 
In December 1914 Grand Lodge had begun to 
compile a Roll of Honour of all members who 
had died in the war. In June 1921, the roll was 
declared complete, listing 3,078 names, and 
was printed in book form. After completion of 
the memorial shrine, the Roll of Honour, with 
the addition of over 350 names, was displayed 
within it on a parchment roll.  
 
The Roll of Honour was guarded by kneeling 
figures representing the four fighting services 
(Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Army and Royal 
Flying Corps). By the time all these memorials 
were complete, the country was already in the 
midst of another war. Freemasons’ Hall 
continued to operate during that Second 
World War and survived largely undamaged 
so that it can be visited today.  
 

The origins of Freemasons' Hall as a memorial to the fallen 
Freemasonry Today 

Tuesday, 08 December 2015 

PERPETUAL MEMORIAL AS 
COMMONWEALTH NATIONS MARK 
THE ARMISTICE SIGNED TO END THE 
FIRST WORLD WAR, DIANE 
CLEMENTS, DIRECTOR OF THE 
LIBRARY AND MUSEUM OF 
FREEMASONRY, TRACES THE 
ORIGINS OF FREEMASONS’ HALL 
 

 
While the peace treaties after the First World 
War were still being negotiated in Versailles, 
following the armistice on 11 November 1918, 
the United Grand Lodge of England began 
preparations for its own masonic peace 
celebration in London. In June 1919, guests 
from lodges in Ireland, Scotland, America, 
Canada, New Zealand and England enjoyed a 
week of activities, including visits to the 
masonic schools and the Houses of 
Parliament. A peace medal was issued to 
those who attended the special Grand Lodge 
meeting on 27 June at the Royal Albert Hall.  
 
The Grand Master, HRH The Duke of 
Connaught, was unable to attend, but he asked 
Lord Ampthill, the Pro Grand Master, to read 
a series of messages. One of these spoke of ‘a 
perpetual memorial’ to ‘honour the many  



 

 

 

Grand Annual Communication 2016 

RW Mike King 

District Deputy Grand Master 2017 

Masonic District 1B 

Most Worshipful Vernon Stuart Cook 

Grand Master 2017 

Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia 

WB Romeo “Romey” Arquinez 

Elected District Deputy Grand Master 2018 

Masonic District 1B 

- Thanksgiving Turkeys - 

Brethren are ready to distribute turkeys to our 10 recipients recommended by ECHO. 

Thank you RW Ron Heald in spearheading this Annual Project. 

Christmas Turkeys’ coming too. 


